FROM ASHES TO DOT-COM
Former Newberg chimney sweep finds his niche on

the [teret. Business
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BUSINESS

Former Newberg chimney sweep finds his niche on the Intermet

Rising from the ashes to dot-com

By AMERR STAHR
NEWBERG GRAPHIC REPORTER

The story af a former chimney
$'I'FHIP furned mpulﬂ_ﬂl‘ﬂlﬂﬂl
developer is nol necessarily a rags
o riches tale, but an epic of ashes
it it -com.

Mewberg's John Berioglio
cleaned chimneys in the 1980s.
Mow he is the viee president of
technology at the Portland com-
pany PulsePoll.com.

Bertoglio’s software program-
ming, coupled with the innova-
ton of the company”’s designers,
won them the l'lr!-hglm oward mt
the lmterSystems’ Cache Innova-
tors Awards, held March 21 in
Urlando, Fla.

*I'm swre the compasy who
gave me this expected it 0 be in
some  boardreom, ol a living
room  in Newberg,” Berlogho
=qid.

He said fior now the aovard will
stay at his home, at least until the
company has a boardroom with 2
glass case 1o display awards,

PulsePoll.com is a offshool of
Pulse Keszarch, one of the largest
newspaper rescarching fimns in
the country, Beroglio said.

Bui the Mewbensg resident and
fivur other employvees of the par-
ent company decided 1o ke the
idea and lausch an online version
and in October they started their

AT GOy,

T PulsePoll.com salivware al-
lows visilors 1o create their own
poll and post it on their own Weh
gites. The prodect also allows
customers o iroce pesulis  and
viewers participating in the sur-
VoY LA alsi see l.l‘:l-i.ll-lhll: -
bers after costing their vote,

The company recently worked
a great deal with the presidential

primory elections, and Bertogho
sad that s polls successfully

redicted the outeome of the Mew
Elampﬁhin: primary.

While there has been much dis-
trust of Intemet polling das,
Bertoglio said he believes that on-
line polls will become more pop-
ular a2 other data sources bacome
more fallibhe.

The dot com product uses a
daabase software called Cache,
produced by InterSystems. The
inlernational saftware company
recently hosied a competition For
buzinesses uwsing  their produsct
and awarded the winner a 535,000
prize. Among the competitors
were the Deépurtment of Velerans”
AdTwirs, Quest  Diognostics  and
Johns Hopkins Ulniversity.

PulsePoll.com, with s five
amployees, was given the top
award and Benoglio said his

company was much different than
the others competing.

“I think their budget for plastic
coflee spoons exceeds my entire
operating cost for the year” he
quipped.

But Bernoglio sald that in this
competition, company sice didn't
matier — the award was given 1o
the company with the most innoy-
ative design.

Competing against large. expe-
nenced companies was a4 povi-
lege for Bernoglio, he wdded.

“I's a very humbling experi-
ence o be in the company of peo-
ple wha are =0 much more ac-
complished,” he zaid.

So the: Mewberg man now
works among big companies in-
stead of ashes and sool, Benogho
wis selfl employed as a chimney
sweep until 10 years ago when he
joined Pulse Research,



